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President's
Message, 2019-20

We are pleased to share with you this

first annual report for Wisdom Project

2030, Inc., which includes activities

since our April 2019 incorporation as a

non-profit.  
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We started 2020 with the handover of

the "Plan in a Can "project to Northeast

Georgia Health Systems’ Advanced

Directive Program, enabling the

availability of this important tool to

communities across north Georgia in

time for the pandemic.

Much Board and Committee effort in

2019-20 was spent establishing

operating plans and tools to support our

organization into the future.  

We also entered into a collaboration for

delivery of the Wisdom Project Program

with the University of North Georgia’s

Center for Healthy Aging, which can be

a platform for collaboration on future

activities.

In early March, we held our signature

community symposium, “Disrupting

Aging,” co-sponsored with the University

of North Georgia’s Center for Healthy

Aging and the Georgia Division of Aging

Services. 

Organizational and hosting efforts of 26

Wisdom Keepers gave the more than 130

participants an opportunity to share and

learn from 17 speakers at keynote speeches

and workshops.

continued, p. 4

Amid the ongoing and unique challenges

everyone has faced this year, we feel it is

important, as “55 and wiser” individuals,

to recognize and celebrate the

achievements which result from our

resilience, flexibility and adaptability.



It would have been easy to shut in

and shut down, but Wisdom

Keepers chose to stay engaged,

employing virtual tools to keep

connected and productive. 

President's Report,  continued

2019-20 Annual Report 04

While  we were unable to hold our

annual Wisdom Project Program this

past year or welcome new Wisdom

Keepers, we hope to resume the Program

in 2021. 

We recently launched some new projects

which you will hear more about in the

year ahead and we will continue to

support and seek opportunities to

respond to community needs.

After those “Good Old Days” came 

"Unprecedented Times."

As we enter 2021, we are ready to

“Embrace the Future.”

We hope you agree with this as you

review our 2020 projects, volunteer

activities, and continued connectivity

with each other and our community

under the “New Normal.”

Taking on new engagement in a

climate of isolation has required

creativity, flexibility and

adaptability as we learn to use new

tools and methods. We are proud of

how our Wisdom Keepers connected

with the community to identify and

respond to emerging needs. 

Sincerely,

Carol Hanlon



Operations:  Management activities such as insurance, IT and marketing. Member
dues collected in 2020 were $25 to represent a half year membership from July
to December; in 2020 our membership year has changed to match the fiscal
year beginning January 1, 2021.  Member dues are $50 per year (60 members in
2019 and 89 members for half year in 2020). One-time expenses in 2019 are
start-up costs related to our incorporation as a non-profit.

Wisdom Project Program:   Over eight sessions, the Wisdom Project Program
builds a multi-faceted and dynamic view of Gainesville and Hall County.
Sessions are designed to help participants identify ways to apply their skills and
follow their interests while contributing to our community.  In 2020, due to
COVID-19 no program was held.

Member Meetings:  Monthly meetings offer fellowship among Wisdom Keepers.
During Covid-19, Member meetings, as well as Committee meetings, became
"virtual" on Zoom.

Symposium:  Wisdom Project 2030, Inc., the UNG Center for Healthy Aging and
the Georgia Division of Aging Services hosted a community symposium,
"Disrupting Aging," on March 6-7, 2020.  A symposium type event is planned for
every other year. 
                                                                                 
Community Support:  Wisdom Project 2030, Inc. responded to COVID-19 
needs in the community by donating funds generated by the community
symposium or community activities to the United Way of Hall County, the
Community Council on Aging, the Northeast Georgia History Center, and the
Northeast Georgia Health System Foundation.

The financial statements are prepared under cash basis accounting -- revenues
and expenses are recognized at the time cash is received or paid out. In 2019 we
changed our fiscal year to a standard year ending on December 31.  2020 funds
transferred in represent the remaining balance of the program’s resources
transferred from Brenau University to Wisdom Project 2030 after incorporation
as a 501(c)(3).
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Financial
Report

Descriptions:  

continued, p. 06
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Financial Report, continued

 continued, p. 07

Note:  
Wisdom Project 2030, Inc.
captures the wisdom of
Hall County residents who
are 55 and older for the
good of our community. 

Our members are graduates
of the Wisdom Project
Program and are known as
"Wisdom Keepers."
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Financial Report, continued
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Symposium
Wisdom Project 2030, Inc., the UNG Center for Healthy Aging,
and the Georgia Division of Aging Services hosted "Disrupting
Aging" on March 6-7, 2020. The symposium used three pathway
themes to present 17 speakers, drawing more than 130 community
participants to UNG's Gainesville Campus.
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 Plan in a Can

Completed Projects

1.
Using recycled tennis cans, “Plan in a Can” provides Hall County residents

with an inexpensive, functional tool to improve the transition of patient care

in emergency situations and to improve communication between patients,

relatives and medical staff. The project was a collaborative effort with the

North Georgia Health System and was formally adopted and integrated into

the NGHS Advance Directive Program in January 2020.
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Completed Projects

   2.  CASA 

Wisdom Project 2030’s CASA Project Committee worked with the Hall-

Dawson CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children) Program

to increase the number of CASA volunteers who advocate for children who

are experiencing foster care. 
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Ongoing Projects

     1.  Affordable Housing

To help solve the  serious problem of affordable housing in Hall

County, Wisdom Project 2030’s Affordable Housing Committee

contributes to the United Way of Hall County’s “One Hall”

Financial Stability Housing Committee.  Wisdom Project members

are working to:

•  identify long-term housing needs

•  supply and define enabling rules and regulations

•  develop community education on the issues.
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Ongoing Projects

     2.  Flowery Branch History

Wisdom Project 2030’s Flowery Branch History Project Committee

plans to complete research of local historical records and resources,

including those at the Northeast Georgia History Center, to develop

a display of the hidden gems of Flowery Branch’s history.



2019-20 Annual Report 13

Ongoing Projects
     3.  Green House Homes

Wisdom Project 2030’s Green House Committee is committed to

bringing "Green House" homes to Hall County.  “Green House"

homes offer a significantly different model of skilled nursing

services and long-term care that are conducive to a better quality

of life.  Care is given based on the philosophy of “what would you

do at home?” so residents can continue to grow, live a meaningful

life, and enjoy spontaneity that capitalizes on their abilities.



The United Way of Hall County, as part of their focus this year on

the mental health of our community, asked Wisdom Project 2030 

to participate in a project to connect older adults and young people.

United Way and Forum Communications are marketing this

ongoing campaign and enlisted students who are willing to send

homemade cards or letters to senior adults, including cards written

in other languages.  Wisdom Project 2030 implemented a project to

identify locations and deliver the greetings to senior adults. 
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Ongoing Projects
     4.  Reach Out & Write
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Volunteering 
During Covid-19
While wearing masks, maintaining social distancing, and/or working

from home, Wisdom Keepers assisted the United Way of Hall County's

efforts to provide face masks and hand sanitizer for school children in

need. Members also cooked and delivered homemade Sunday evening

meals to the clients at “North Georgia Works!” in Gainesville and

participated in the Coat Drive for the Good News Clinic.



Connecting Members
During Covid-19
Monthly meetings offer an opportunity for fellowship among

Wisdom Keepers. During Covid-19, Member meetings, as well as

Committee meetings, became “virtual” on Zoom. Members also

stay connected through our monthly e-newsletter and on our

new Wisdom Project 2030 public and private social media sites.
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Education
From “Boomers” to “Zoomers!” The Wisdom Project 2030 Program

Committee offered programs about the community impacts of

COVID-19 and provided us with opportunities to bring our life

experience to meet new needs. Through Zoom, members also

attended virtual seminars, panel discussions, and community events.



Reaching out through email, we invited these potential Wisdom Keepers
to learn more about us on our expanded website, follow us on our social
media channels, and participate in our first virtual information session
about the Program held in October.

We hope 2021 COVID safety protocols will permit holding two
Program sessions with our partner, the University of North Georgia
Institute for Healthy Aging.

Please continue to check for updates on our website and social media.

Virtual
Information

Session 

While we had to cancel the 2020 Wisdom Project Program due

to COVID-19 safety concerns, we continue to engage with nearly 80

people interested in becoming Wisdom Keepers in Hall County. 
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Connecting with
Future Wisdom Keepers
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About Us
We formed in 2012 under the Vision 2030 Initiative of the Greater 
Hall County Chamber of Commerce.

In 2019, we formally incorporated as a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. 

continued, p. 20



2019-20 Annual Report 20

in partnership with

About Us, continued
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About Us, continued
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Our Website &
Social Media
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Board of Directors

2019 - 2020 Board: 

Brad Baucom                                                
Robert Byrne, Secretary                             
Peter Claymore                                            
Julie Ferguson                                              
Carol Hanlon, President

Robert Horne                                     
Jan Miller                                             
Roy Smith, Treasurer                         
Sandra Williams, Vice President        
Dick Osborne, Ex Officio

2021 Board: 

Jerry Butler, Secretary
Peter Claymore, President
Julie Ferguson
Duane Hinshaw
Robert Horne

Phillippa Lewis Moss                       
Jolinda Martin, Vice President         
Jennifer Stowell                    
Amy Youngblood, Treasurer           
Carol Hanlon, Ex Officio



Thank You to our
Community Sponsors &
Partners
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